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Photovoltaic panels and a solar thermal system are among the features of the EcoPlusHome. Photos courtesy Tight Lines

Procluctions Ltd.

By Bernard Desjardins

ow can new home owners dramatically reduce their impact on the

environment while practically eliminating ongoing energy costs? Working

with Tight Lines Productions Ltd., the Kenny Group, the Bosch Group and

others, Maple Leaf Homes has found the answer in the EcoPlusHome.

In December 2009, Bryan Kenny, his
wife Renée and children Tyler (15), Grayson
(13), Shane (9) and Olivia (7) moved into
North America’s first EcoPlusHome — built
by New Brunswick’s Maple Leaf Homes to
demanstrate that over the course of a year,
an attractive, comfortable home inhabited

by a typical family could generate as much,
or more, energy than the occupants con-
sumed.

For the next year, the Kenny family will
enjoy the comfort and convenience of the
unique EcoPlusHome, spending little and
eventually nothing on energy while the tech-

nology gradually pays for itself through the
savings it offers. It is expected that the house
will eventually produce more energy than it
uses, possibly to the extent that an electric
car could be operated using the surplus elec-
tricity. Excess energy can also be transmitted
onto the public grid — energy credited in
the summer months would allow the Kenny
family to live comfortably in the house even
on the coldest days of a Canadian winter and

still achieve a positive energy balance.
“Even before the PV (photovoltaic)
continued on page 12
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continued from page 11
system was connected, | noticed a sharp
decrease in electrical consumption com-
pared with the home we lived in before,” says
Bryan Kenny. He attributes the savings in
part to the extremely high-quality thermal
envelope of the factory-built home and to
the high-efficiency Bosch appl
Maple Leaf Homes worked with Tight

ances.

Homes factory in Fredericton, New Bruns-
wick, and transporred ro the Squire Green
modular

subdivision in Bathurst, the

building arrived on-site and was assembled

the same day. Interior and exterior fin-

ishing, and installation of the state-of-the-

art energy technology was completed within

just another two weeks.

As a homebuilder with experience in

Lines Productions Lid., the Kenny Group  Germany and North America, Tight Lines
Asel

advanced, environm

(no relation to the Kenny family), the President Lerche has researched

Bosch Group and others to create the
EcoPlusHome. Built at the Maple Leaf

tally friendly housing,

gathe information ~ that

i
|

‘heing

Nordic Engineered Wood was built on the ideal
of providing the best sustainable wood solutions
to the building industry.

Nordic's proprietary ENVIRO = LAM™ process is
the direct result of our commitment to the best
and highest utilization of aur wood fibre. While it's
not easy process underutilized fibre, Nordic

ey
_glued laminated product line. ENvmo I.AM"! is
featured in Nordic Lam™ Beams, Columns,
Tall'Wall Studs, and our latest innovation, the
NI-90x |-Joist Series.

With over 2 million acres of vital forestland,
Nordic is certified under internationally recognized
standards ISO 9001, ISO 14001 and the Forest
Stewardship Council.

Nordic’s ongoing commitment to sustainable
forestry means investing in advanced
manufacturing processes to keep on the cutting
edge of technology and product development.

HEAD OFFICE
MONTREAL, QC

T. 5146339661 T. 416.636.9603
F. 514.633.0833 F. 416.636.3161

info@nordicewp.com
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The EcoPlusHome boasts triple-
glazed, low-E krypton gas windows.

inspired him ro apply existing rechnolo

to the construction of an actual home. He
notes that the Bosch Group was able to pro-

vide the full range of primary energy tech-

nologies used in the EcoPlusHome.
“The EcoPlusHome combines the high

quality of factory-built housing with stare-

of-the-art, energy-efficient technoloy
Maple Leaf Homes S
Roy. He explains the many advantages of

ys

Sales Manager Jacques

building in a factory setting — exceptional
control of construction processes, profes-
sional coordination of a highly skilled tcam
of technicians, craftsmen and assemblers,

and thorough inspection of all aspects of

The Kenny family has moved into
Canada’s first EcoPlusHome.



construction. Indoor manufacture avoids
complications arising from adverse weather
conditions, for timely and efficient assembly.
Savings resulting from superior inventory
control and economies of scale relared to
high-volume purchase of materials can be
passed on to the consumer, and these homes
can also be completely customized to allow
for the unique needs and style preferences of
any customer.

Members of the Kenny family have
eagerly adopred a lifestyle thar will
reduce their individual carbon footprints,
preserving the environment for future
generations. However, Bryan Kenny
emphasizes the fact that they are living
exactly as they did in their previous
home, without modifying any of their
personal habits. In Jacques Roy’s words,
“the EcoPlusHome is a testament to
Maple Leaf Homes’ ongoing commitment
to help protect our environment and to
offer our customers a clean, healthy and
energy-efficient produce.”

As the EcoPlusHome project progresses,

the production and consumption of electri-
city will be monitored and the data made
available on-line at www.ecoplushome.com.
For information on factory-built homes and

to find a factory builder in your area, visit

the Canadian Manufactured Housing Insti-

tute web site at www.cmhi.ca. [ ]

ECOPLUSHOME GREEN ENERGY FEATURES

* Factory-based construction, resulting in efficient building production and
minimal material waste

® Triple-glazed, low-E krypton gas windows

* Photovoltaic (PV) panels, generating electricity without producing CO,

# Ground-source heat pump, powered by the PV panels

® Solar thermal system, providing Domestic Hot Water and augmenting
the heat pump system

* 2-inch polystyrene insulation on exterior walls, increasing the R-value

* R-50 atic insulation

* Energy-efficient appliances, including oven, refrigerator, dishwasher,
washing machine and dryer

Check it out at www.ecoplushome.com

0to
any lengths
to
your

required a ‘;cusmm built *

fﬁ'feer of Expanded Wall Opportunity
wall table with optional Dual Beams & Plate nalling tool carriages.

You find the opportunity -- we'll build you the products to meet it.
Whether it's a 70’ squaring table or a 16’ sheathing station. We
have a proven track record of building robust, well-engineered
equipment within your time frame. And we install it and start it up
promptly.

/i Framer

mbination Tables -+ - Tou
frame, square & sheath Beam Sheathing
on one table idges

CALL US ABOUT OUR

NEW TILT TABLE FOR
DOOR, &BLO
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PANELS PLUS g
Wall Framing Made Simple - ifan VANEE -

Contact Tim Kaasa about custom solutions for your plant

866.726.7587 or www.panplus.com
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